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Maria Callas 
the immortal heroine

by Carla Zanin

Virtual Stage Orchestra
Conductor Federico Bardazzi

Stage Director, Video Carla Zanin

Video Technologies Team Fabrizio Casti, David Tozzi
Sound Engineer Guido Paolo Longo
Video projection Mike Parchimowicz
Make-up and hairstyle Giulia Winter 
Iconic image Summer Emma Bertagna

Graphics Daniela Caffaratto
Jason Costume a cooperation between AI and Kalina Kulenko

All other costumes Vestiario Athens
Recorded voices Marianthi Kyriou, Vasiliki Deliou

Translation from Italian to Greek Philip Dennis Modinos

Marianthi Kiriou Actress

Danae Eleni Soprano
Despina Anagnou Soprano

Aneta Witosz Soprano
Leonardo De Lisi Tenor

Philip Dennis Modinos Tenor
Dimosthenis Christos Stavrianos Baritone

Virtual Stage Orchestra
Debora Tempestini violins I, II

Andrea Nicoli altos, cellos
Lavinia Camarin Doublebasses
Paolo Gonnelli Flutes, Oboes

Andrea Bareggi Clarinets, Bassoons
Michele Augelli Horns 

Dimitri Betti Harp, Trombones
Guido Paolo Longo Trumpets, Drums
Leonardo De Lisi Drums, Harp, Bells

Aneta Witosz drums, bass clarinets, acoustic clarinet
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This new production of theatre and music is not only for opera lovers
and music enthusiasts but for those who madly love Maria.

This groundbreaking show would like to offer a special perspective on
the life and legacy of the legendary soprano Maria Callas. The
theatrical performance, a passionate and intimate dialogue with the
spectators, is strongly intertwined with the sumptuous musical part, with
opera pieces perfectly describing the feelings, gentle and powerful, of
the Divine. The great actress Marianthi Kyriou will be Maria’s body and
soul while three sopranos will give voice and interpretation to Maria’s
most beloved characters, with the talented Danae Eleni, the young
promise Despina Anagnou and Aneta Witosz from Poland in an
anthology of solos, duets and ensembles, with the talented tenors
Leonardo De Lisi and Philip Dennis Modino and the well-known talent
the baritone Dimosthenis Christos Stavrianos, who will beconducted by
Federico Bardazzi’s baton with the innovative Virtual Stage Orchestra.
 
"Maria Callas, the Immortal Heroine" transports audiences into the
captivating life of Maria Callas, exploring her multifaceted personality
in a close comparison between her great career achievements and her
personal life, all through the lens of breathtaking music and compelling
storytelling. Starting from the many letters she wrote, the opera tells of
her determination, her triumphs and at the same time whispers her
childhood dreams, her passions, her hopes.

The musical program is meticulously crafted keeping in mind the close
relation between Maria’s profound woman sensitivity, her incredible
career and her true life, trying to recreate some of her most iconic
performances. The opera is composed of 7 sections where acting and
music interlace in a continuous flow, in the alternation of the spoken
word and the sung word.

What sets "Maria Callas, the Immortal Heroine" apart is the innovative
use of technology applied to an opera. The Virtual Stage Orchestra, an
innovative concept, seamlessly integrates live performers and immersive
audio and visual solutions, creating stunning experience. 
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"We believe that Maria Callas's story deserves to be told in a way that
reflects the grandeur of her artistic talent and the wonderful complexity
of her unique personality. 'Maria Callas, the Immortal Heroine' is not
just a show; it is a tribute to a myth, to an eternal Heroine who not only
changed the world of opera forever - continuing to inspire new
generations and captivate audiences worldwide - but she still represents
the emblem of “style” as absolute value" said Carla Zanin, play writer
and stage director behind the production.

This event is part of the activities of the European research project
“Horizon Action Marie Curie” CAPHE (Communities and Artistic
Participation in Hybrid Environment) a four-year multidisciplinary
research on the impact of the digital transition and virtual reality on
communities and on aesthetics and artistic languages, with a
partnership of 10 among universities, companies and NGO from
Poland, Italy, Greece, Portugal, England, Kenya. A large group, around
40 people, meets in Athens for a multidisciplinary collaboration:
musicians, artists, VR and video mapping experts, music and art
students, institutions and universities such as Music Conservatory Puccini
La Spezia, Opera Network Florence, Music Conservatory of Venice,
Ensemble San Felice Firenze, Accademia Europea Florence, Virtual
Stage Orchestra, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens,
Hellenic Opera Corporation, Faculty of fine arts University of Lisbon-
Portugal, Polish University Abroad London (UK). 

A special thanks to Hellenic Opera Corporation for the precious
collaboration in site.

Let you transport in a poetic and musical journey into the world of one
of the greatest women ever, Maria Anna Cecilia Sofia Kalogeropoulous.
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Musical Program

1.   Giuseppe Verdi La traviata Ouverture 

1.1 Pietro Mascagni Cavalleria rusticana Voi lo sapete o Mamma 
Danae Eleni

2.   Giacomo Puccini Gianni Schicchi O mio babbino caro 
Danae Eleni

2.1 Vincenzo Bellini Norma Casta diva 
Danae Eleni

3.   George Bizet  Carmen Ouverture 
3.1 L'amour est un oiseau rebelle
Danae Eleni

4.   Giuseppe Verdi Macbeth Nel dì della vittoria  
Despina Anagnou 

5.   Giacomo Puccini Manon Lescaut Intermezzo
5.1 Giacomo Puccini La Bohème Mimi?!...Speravo di trovarvi qui
Danae Eleni, Dimosthenis Christos Stavrianos

5.2 Giacomo Puccini Tosca E lucevan le stelle 
Philip Dennis Modinos
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6.   Giuseppe Verdi La traviata Sempre libera 
Despina Anagnou

7.   Luigi Cherubini Médée Finale 
Despina Anagnou Medea
Leonardo De Lisi Jason
Aneta Witosz, Danae Eleni Soprano
Philip Dennis Modinos Tenor
Dimosthenis Christos Stavrianos Bass

7.1 Umberto Giordano Andrea Chénier La mamma morta
 recording by Maria Callas 
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Higher Education and Vocational Training, Meta Opera System, Hybrid
Opera Performance funded by Italian Ministry of Culture; she conceives
innovative projects “site specific” that combine music, poetry, theatre,
dance, visual arts and VR / digital systems in an ideal excursus between
Philology and Technology and integrating different cultures and
traditions. 
She carries out multi-transdisciplinary researches in the musical theatre,
between Humanistic and Technology, physical/biological and digital
spaces. The current research “VR impact on dramatic storytelling in
Opera live performance – Emotional content / representation between
physical and digital” focuses on the study and experimentation of the
aesthetic effects of implementing virtual environments into live
performances.

Carla Zanin is an Italian opera
director, artistic director of Florence
International Choir & Orchestra
Festival, president of Opera
Network Firenze, manager in
Erasmus + projects, lecturer and
researcher in E.U. Horizon project
CAPHE, Communication, Marketing
and Soft Digital Skills teacher.
Thanks to her activity as cultural
creative, she creates new concepts
for the Digital Transition in the
Musical Theater and Classical
Music, including Virtual Stage,
InMedia Stat Virtus and
Metamorphoses which are funded
by E.U. program Erasmus + KA for 
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today, with which he has organized numerous concerts, tours, and
recordings.In  2008, he became the Director of Courses at Maggio Fiorentino
Formazione. In 2012, he co-founded the Florence International Choir &
Orchestra Festival (FICF), which annually brings together hundreds of musicians
from around the world in Florence. In 2015, he co-founded Opera Network,
with which he has realized various productions, training projects funded by
European funds, and international collaborations, particularly with universities
and institutions in China.
Since 2020, following the pandemic, he has been the scientific coordinator
and actively involved in several European projects focused on digital transition
in the music sector, with a special emphasis on opera: Virtual Stage, In Media
Stat Virtus, Metamorphoses, Let’s Sing Opera, CAPHE-Communities and Artistic
Participation in Hybrid Environment.

Federico Bardazzi is an orchestra and
choir conductor, cellist, vielle player,
viola da gamba player, producer of
musical events, and director of
international projects. He specializes
in Baroque, medieval, and Gregorian
music and has directed numerous
operas and concerts worldwide, with
a particular focus on premieres,
rediscoveries, and transcriptions that
he has undertaken himself.
He began his career in 1975 as a
choir director and organist at the
Pieve di Giogoli and the Certosa di
Firenze. In 1991, he founded
Ensemble San Felice, a vocal and
instrumental group that he still directs 
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participated in festivals in Greece(Epidaurus / Herodium), and abroad
(Berlin / Frankfurt / Vienna / Moscow / Merida / Kairo / Cyprus
e.t.c.) As a performer she participated in the Opening Ceremony of
World Athletics in Athens (1997), and in the Opening Ceremony of
Eurovision Contest in Athens (2006).In Cinema she participated in
short films and documentaries for BBC. In Television she acted in the TV
series Stubbings. She also worked in dubbing documentaries and TV
series. From 2011 she became part of the theatrical group viAthens, in
which she has been working as an actress, choreographer and
director. As a teacher in theatrical education , she has worked in
national primary and elementary schools. She's also worked as an
actors' body trainer and yoga teacher.

Marianthi Kiriou was born in
Athens. She graduated from
VEAKIS Drama School and from
Athens University in Physical
Education and Sports. She speaks
Greek,English and Spanish. She
educated in classical and modern
dance (R.A.D.), and also Latin,
Ballroom, jazz, taps, and
Traditional dances. She studied
music and voice with Yolanda Di
Tasso. From 1999, she starded
playing lead and supporting roles
in ancient Greek Drama,
Comedy, Musical, Dance Theater,
Cabaret show, Stand-Up comedy
e.t.c.   With ancient Drama she
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She performed as the soprano soloist for their staged productions of
Handel’s Messiah in 2022 in Karditsa, Greece and at the Szleske-
Divadlo Theatre, Czechia. Last season, Danae made role debuts as La
Messaggiera Orfeo (conducted by Federico Bardazzi - Lyon, France);
Contessa Almaviva Le nozze di Figaro (Marin Drzic Theatre -
Dubrovnik, Croatia); Mimì La bohème (Jerash Festival - Jordan) and
Pamina Czarodiejski Flet (Hala Koszyki - Warsaw, Poland). In 2023
Danae was the soprano soloist for world premieres of the cantata
Μνήμες by Christos Samaras conducted by Nikos Efthimiadis at the
Ancient Theatre of Philippi - Kavala, Greece; and Julian Cochran’s
Night Scenes. In concert, Danae made another role debut as Donna
Elvira Don Giovanni with the Szeged Symphony Orchestra - Hungary;
and performed in Florence, Corsica and throughout the UK raising
money for Help Musicians Ukraine - which she co-founded in March
2022 - www.helpmusiciansukraine.com.  
After finishing her studies at the Royal College of Music (London), and the
University of Oxford, Danae is now based between Warsaw (Poland),
London (UK) and Athens (Greece). www.danaeeleni.com 

Danae Eleni After gaining critical
acclaim this Summer for her role
debut as Marienka in Smetana’s
“La fiancée vendue” at Opera de
Baugé, conducted by Konstantinos
Diminakis “A great lyric soprano
with freshness, warmth and
flexibility… a talented actress with
the widest expressive palette”
(forumopera.com), Greek-English
soprano Danae Eleni is thrilled to
be performing “at home” in Athens
again. Danae was a winner of the
2022 Let’s Sing Competition at
Sofia Opera & Ballet, Bulgaria &
Soprano Winner of the 2021
Concorso Musica Sacra in Rome. 
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Don Marrazzo, Vangelis Angelakis and others. Despina sang the role
of “Kiki” in the Greek operetta “Vaftistikos” by Theofrastos
Sakellaridis in July 2023 in Megaron of Doukissis Plakentias under
the direction of the conductor Orestis Zafeiropoulos. Despina has
participated in concerts in Greece, one of the most recent being in
honour of Maria Callas in Agia Varvara and also in Germany in the
“Opera Academy Artist Communication 2021” program. As part of
the choir of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens
Despina has also participated in the operas “AIDA” in 2019 and
“Marco Bozzarri” in 2021 in Veakeio and Petras' theater.

Despina Anagnou was born in
Agrinion, Greece. She started
singing lessons in 2017 with
soprano Dina Goudioti at the
Musical Horizons Conservatory
and received her diploma in
Classical Singing in February
2022 with distinction and the first
prize. Despina has also completed
a bachelor's degree in Obstetrics
from the University of West Attica.
Despina has attended several
seminars and mastreclasses with
important singers and musicians
such as Dimitris Platanias,
Agathagellos Georgakatos,
Antony Koroneos, Ivan Anguelov, 
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physiological aspects of voice at the College of Health Sciences in Bydgoszcz,
earning a Postgraduate degree in General and Clinical Speech Therapy. Her
stage experiences, in addition to solo concerts, include performances with the
"Pomerania Singers" Vocal Ensemble, the Maritime University Choir in
Szczecin, Silesian Chamber Choir "Ad libitum," and the University of Silesia
Choir "Harmonia." Furthermore, her group performances have been
recognized at international events in the Philippines, Slovakia, Georgia, and
Austria.
She participated in recordings such as "Gwiazdkujemy" (2022) and "Folk
songs from the collection of Paweł Pustówka" (2020). Awards and honors
include:
- First place and dean's award, International Competition “XIV Roćnik
celoslovenskiejinterpretaćnej soutaźe s medzinarodnou ucastou” (Ruźomberok -
Slovakia, 2017)
- Third place and award for the best interpretation of a Polish song, National
Vocal Competition (Lublin - Poland, 2016)
- Distinction, V International French Song Festival “Grand Prix Edith Piaf”
(Kraków - Poland, 2013)
Aneta works as a singing teacher and ear training educator at the State Music
School.

Aneta Witosz  Vocalist, Clarinetist,
and Music Educator.
In 2006, Aneta began her studies at
the State Music School in Jastrzębie-
Zdrój, specializing in clarinet
playing. She later attended the
University of Silesia in Katowice,
where she achieved a Bachelor's
degree in Musical Education,
focusing on Eurhythmics in Child
Education. She was distinguished as
the best graduate from 2015-2018.
From 2018 to 2023, she pursued
Master's studies at the Academy of
Art in Szczecin: one in Musical
Education with a specialization in
conducting and music teaching, and
the other in vocal studies: solo Singer.
Simultaneously, she delved nto the  
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Among several CD’s, the complete Respighi songs for Channel Classics
and of F. Cilea (Bongiovanni), recitals of CastelnuovoTedesco
(Vocalia), Luigi Denza and Alfredo Piatti (Hungaroton) art ongs,
Vivaldi’s “ll Giustino” (EMI and Bongiovanni), the title roles in
Monteverdì’s “L’Orfeo” and “Il ritorno d’Ulisse in Patria” (Bongiovanni)
and in Gasparini’s “Il Bajazet” (Glossa). In 2009 EMI included one
aria by Vivaldi performed by De Lisi in a CD coffret called “100 Best
tenor voices”. As a pupil of C.Desderi and I.Cotrubas, he has
worldwide operatic career and has sung as a soloist under Gavazzeni,
Prêtre, Maag, Plasson, Lloyd-Johnson, Luisi, Vasary, Gorli, Pfaff,
Bartoletti, Bellugi, Rattle, Christie, Bardazzi, Dawson, Malgoire, Curtis
and Aprea. He has been teaching Art Song, Oratorio and Lied at the
Firenze Conservatory since 1998.

Leonardo De Lisi is an
internationally renowned Opera
singer. He has been active as a
recitalist for over thirty-five years
throughout the world, after an
intense period of studies with
G.Souzay, D.Baldwin, E.Ameling,
I.Gage and following great success
in many competitions devoted to
the Lied and Art Song, such as
Hugo Wolf Stuttgart 1987, the
Walter Gruner Lied Contest London
1989, special Ravel Prize in Saint-
Jean-de-Luz 1987, Seghizzi
International Contest in Gorizia
1996 and Lied category at the
1994 IVC ‘s-Hertogenbosch.
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He has appeared with: National Opera of Greece – Athens, Athens Concert Hall,
Thessaloniki Concert Hall, Larisa Conservatory, National Orchestra of Athens, National
Orchestra of Thessaloniki, Municipal Orchestra of Athens, Municipal Orchestra of
Thessaloniki, Larisa Symphony Orchestra, Opera Alexandria (Egypt), Opera Classica
Europa (Germany), Teatro della Feria – Valladollid (Spain), Bellano Lyrica –
Bellano(Italy), Barbican Centre – London, St John's Smith Square – London, 16th
Festival of Ancient Drama – Cyprus, to name but a few. He has also worked for the
National Theatre of Greece as well as the theatre company “Theatriki Diadromi”. 
Roles include: 
Opera 
Radames (Aida), Manrico (Il Trovatore), Rodolfo (La Bohème), Cavaradossi (Tosca),
Pollione (Norma), Don Carlo, Don Jose (Carmen), Pinkerton (Butterfly), Turridu
(Cavalleria Rusticana), Siegfried (Siegfried), Idomeneo, Canio/Pepe (Pagliacci),
Alfredo (Traviata), Adorno (Boccanegra), Otello/Cassio (Otello), Ishmael (Nabucco),
Luigi (Il tabarro), Creonte (Antigona), Macduff (Macbeth). 
Oratorio 
Verdi - Requiem, Dream of Gerontius, Puccini - Messa di Gloria, Dvorak Stabbat
Mater, Saint-Saëns Oratorio de Nöel, Stravinsky - Les Noces, Bruckner - Te Deum,
Chilcott Requiem. https://philipmodinos.ueuo.com/ 

Philip Modinos has been active in the
world of performing arts since 1996.
He started his studies with his father
John Modenos and mother Jenny
Drivala. Other teachers (in instruments
as well) include John Apeitos, Zoe
Zeniodi, Christos Papageorgiou,
Yannis Georgiadis, Yannis
Anastasakis. 
He did his Bmus in Singing with John
Wakefield and Mary Hill and later in
Piano with Douglas Finch at Trinity
College of Music and his MA at Royal
Academy of Music as an Onassis
Scholar under Philip Doghan and
Dominic Wheeler. Philip has sung some
of the greatest roles in the Operatic
repertoire in Greece, Cyprus, England,
Italy, Spain, France, Germany,
America and Egypt. He has received
exceptional reviews for his work. 
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Petruzzelli Bari, Opera Classica Europa, Virtuosi Brunenses, Philarmonia Athens
Orchestra, Fondazione Lirico Petruzelli, Ensemble Almazis, Ensemble 1619, Megaron
Thessaloniki Concert Hall Organisation, Athens Municipal Orchestra, Greek
Composers Union, Piraeus National Theater, Petit Opera du Monde, Athens Chamber
Opera in appearances include Figaro Il Barbiere di Siviglia, Guglielmo Così fan tutte,
Il Conte d’ Almaviva  Le Nozze di Figaro, Belcore L’elisir d’amore, Silvio I Pagliacci,
Peter Hӓnsel und Gretel, Dr. Malatesta Don Pasquale, Sid Albert Herring, Escamillo
Carmen, Sharpless Madama Butterfly, Giorgio Germont cover La Traviata, Il Conte di
Luna cover Il Trovatore, Scarpia cover Tosca.
He has interpreted oratorios and concert music such Handel’s Messiah, Mendelssohn’s
Elias, Saint Saens Oratorio de Noel, Brahms Ein deutsches Requiem, Theodorakis
Axion Esti, Faure’s Requiem, Mahler’s Lieder eines fahrenden Gesellen, Schubert’s
Winterreise, J.S. Bach, D. Buxtehude and G.P. Telemann cantatas and Carmina
Burana  C. Orff staged, ballet & concert.
He also appeared at Moscow Easter Festival, Rheingau Musik Festival,Rassegna
Internazionale di Musica Sacra Loreto,Perthshire Festival, Istanbul International Music
Festival, Patmos Sacred Music festival, Mote Dance Fest, Greek Opera Festival and at
Mittelland Sommerfest Bern .
He has performed premieres of contemporary music, recorded most of them, some of
as a part of the project Medieval and Recent Greece: Studies in language, literature,
history and civilization, of Granada Univercity. 

Dimosthenis Christos Stavrianos
Born in Athens, he studied classical
singing and music theoretics.
Participated in seminars - master classes
around the world under internationally
famous artists. In 2007, during a contest
of the E.U. program La bottega delle
Voci – Opera dei Giovani, he won a
scholarship following project’s master
classes.
 He has appeared in Greece, Italy,
Austria, Germany, France, Switzerland,
England, Scotland, Eire, Belgium,
Russia, Cyprus, Turkey and Egypt in
significant halls as Wiener Musikverein,
Moskow Tchaikovsky Hall, Eberbach
Basilika, Megaron Athens, Odeon
Herodes Atticus, Megaron Thessaloniki,
Basilica della Santa Casa Loreto, Athens
Ancient Roman Forum etc. Collaborated
with remarkable organization like Teatro
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